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Installing & Configuring Hardware Devices on W
Professional  

  

Archive 
Click here to review past Tips & Tricks.  

You are going to just love this opening sentence. BEFORE YOU INSTALL ANY HA
(and, I do mean any) CHECK TO MAKE SURE THAT THE DEVICE IS LOCATED O
HARDWARE COMPATIBILITY LIST (HCL). Those of you that know me...you know
this! And, I don’t want to get any emails that say something like, ‘Hey, Cleve…I
128 gig sound card! And guess what? It only cost me 42 and a half cents! And 
doesn’t work with Windows XP. So………………what do I do?’ My answer is simple
suffer………………………!  

TIP: The HCL is located at: http://www.microsoft.com/hcl  

TIP: Depending on the hardware device, there are certain factors that will affec
installed or the operation of that particular device. For example, if the device is
then the device is configured without user intervention. Also, if the device is us
then the driver is most likely the most updated version and it is also reliable!  

1. To install a non-PnP device connect the device to the system and use the
Wizard. To open the Add Hardware Wizard, click Start->right click My Co
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2. Click Properties 
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3. Click the Hardware tab and click Add Hardware Wizard 
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   TIP: A most important note here for everyone. Make sure that you are e
Administrator or that the user who is logged on has administrative rights
be made a member of the Administrators group! To use the Add Hardwa
must be an Administrator or a member of the Administrators group.  

Once the device is installed, the setup program with the device should sp
are required for that device to be able to communicate with the Windows
system. Depending on the device that you have installed, you may have
the device using the Device Manager.  

4. To run Device Manager, click Start, right click My Computer, and click Ma
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5. Under System Tools, click Device Manager 
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TIP: Each element in the device tree, on the right hand side of the scree
node. By double clicking on a node, the installed device under the node i
Administrator.  

TIP: To make changes to the driver, to update the driver, to disable the
the driver, or to view the properties of the device, right-click the drive an

To start a PnP printer installation on Window XP, simply plug your printe
In most cases Windows XP will configure the printer for you. If the instal
fails (which never happens, right?), run the Add Printer Wizard.  

6. To use the Add printer Wizard to install a printer, Click Start->Control Pa
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7. Click Printers and Other Hardware 
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8. Click Printers and Faxes 
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9. Under Printer Tasks, click Add a Printer. 
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Click Next and you are off and running. 

I know…I know…I know! You know a lot of this stuff. But, some of you don’t an
little backwards stuff to go forward, especially since we have a new interface. W
have to play with it. We have to become ever so familiar with it.  

Granted, we didn’t run each of these wizards. Run the wizards yourself. If you h
with them, email me at: clevek@microsoft.com and I will do my best to clear th

will probably make them ever so much more confusing for you.  
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